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Kevin Brookfield 
Chair

Kevin has been the Trust Chair since 
March 2018. The added time to 
Kevin’s role with MainPower Trust 
effectively means other business 
ventures stay on hold.

Alongside MainPower Trust, Kevin 
presides over a 15 hectare lifestyle 
block in Amberley. Kevin enjoys 
a close input with four growing 
grandchildren, and wouldn’t have it 
any other way.

Cameron Henderson 
Trustee

Cameron was elected to the 
MainPower Trust in 2023. Cameron 
and his family operate two irrigated 
farms near Oxford. One is home to a 
50kw solar farm.

He has been involved in a range 
of local community groups 
having served as a president 
of North Canterbury Federated 
Farmers,deputy chair of the 
Waimakariri Zone Committee and 
current trustee of Waimakariri 
Landcare Trust.

Jo Ashby 
Trustee

Jo was elected to the MainPower 
Trust in 2013. Jo and her family run 
a dairy farm business they have 
owned for more than 20 years. She 
is a qualified accountant (currently 
retired status) having specialised in 
rural accounting.

Jo has been involved with a number 
of community organisations over 
the 35 years she has lived in the 
Waimakariri district.

Gary Walton 
Trustee

Gary was elected to the Trust in 
2020. He is married to Julie and has 
five children and two grandchildren.

Together, they intensively farm a 
small block in Loburn, producing 
eggs at the gate, beef, lamb and a 
range of vegetables.

Gary operates his own farm advisory 
business and is the Chairman of 
Loburn Irrigation Company.

Richard Allison 
Deputy Chair

Richard was first elected to 
MainPower Trust in 1999 and is 
Deputy Chair. Following Massey 
University, he and his wife Jeanette 
worked in London and backpacked 
around Europe.

They returned to New Zealand and 
went farming. From 2001, they 
have been managing preschools in 
Rangiora and Christchurch.

Andrew Thompson 
Trustee

Andrew is the Chief Financial 
Manager of Forte Health and has 
previously held senior commercial 
roles with Fulton Hogan and 
Sealord. He is a Fellow of the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants 
Australia and New Zealand, and is 
on the Woodend-Sefton Community 
Board. A development role with 
MainPower in the mid-2000’s 
advancing the Mt Cass Wind Farm 
and energy efficiency programmes 
cemented his interest in the 
electricity industry.

Allan Berge 
Trustee

Allan was elected as a Trustee in 
March 2017. Allan held the position 
of Chief Executive and Managing 
Director of MainPower for 28 years 
prior to his retirement in 2015.

Allan is a qualified Chartered 
Accountant and a member of the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants 
Australia and New Zealand, a Fellow 
of the Institute of Management 
New Zealand and a member of the 
Institute of Directors.

Kathy Hansell 
Secretary

Kathy is a Chartered Accountant  
and a Director of Koller & Hassall 
Ltd in Rangiora. Kathy has been 
assisting the Trust as Trust Secretary 
since 2010.

MEET THE 
TRUSTEES
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Left to right: Richard Allison, Andrew Thompson, Kevin Brookfield (Chair), Gary Walton, 
Cameron Henderson, Jo Ashby, Allan Berge, Kathy Hansell (Secretary)



Kevin Brookfield

Trust Chair
MainPower Trust

Welcome to the MainPower Trust’s 2024 AGM. 

As is customary, I will introduce you to your current Trust 
members. Myself, Richard Allison, Jo Ashby, Andrew 
Thompson, Allan Berge, Gary Walton and Cameron Henderson. 

There have been no Board changes this last year. The annual 
retirement by rotation included reappointments for Fraser 
Jonker and Brian Wood and both have accepted our request  
to renew. 

This year sees the preparation of the Capital Distribution 
Review Report, which is held every 6 years. Most will have 
received this either online or direct mail. This is the first 
time we have been able to email information directly to 
beneficiaries. It also has the additional benefit of reducing 
administrative (mail) costs of the trust.

Prior to coming to an initial proposed decision, the Trustees 
sought advice from Northington Partners on the performance 
of and outlook for MainPower New Zealand Limited. They  
have advised us that the Company is performing well against 
its peers. 

On 12th March 2024 the Trustees resolved unanimously 
their Capital Review Proposal. The decision, subject to the 
consultative process, is that it is in the best interests of 
Beneficiaries that the Trust continue to hold 100% of the 
distributable capital of the Trust. The consultative process 
requires the Trustees to ask beneficiaries if they agree with 
their initial decision. 

Responses, queries and submissions are welcome and should 
be in to Kathy & office by 23rd August 2024. A public meeting 
will be held on 3rd September at the Artisan Café oval room 
where beneficiaries can discuss submissions with Trustees. 
You are welcome to attend. 

The Trust’s close relationship with the Board surrounding the 
Mt Cass Windfarm project has strengthened and we continue 
to be kept fully informed. Board Chair Tony King has no doubt 
kept you informed on current progress.

In October the full Board and Trust have booked in for an 
in-depth strategic meeting covering a joint appraisal of core 
business and opportunities. 

Thanks again to our professional advisors: Kathy Hansell for her 
sterling secretarial expertise and Hugh Lindo our legal counsel. 
Both are present today and welcome any questions. 

Special thanks to the Company, Board and Senior Executive 
staff over what has been a challenging year. 

And finally, everyone who’s part of Team MainPower. We 
acknowledge your efforts and professionalism.

CHAIR'S 
REPORT
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MainPower Trust is a signatory to the ETNZ Guidelines for Access to 
Information by the Beneficiaries of Electricity Community and Consumer 
Trusts (the Guidelines). As such, the Trust is required to provide details 
of requests for information by beneficiaries during the previous year 
(excluding items referred to in Clause 6.2 of the Guidelines). The Trust is 
required to provide details of the number of requests received and the 
cost of processing those requests. It is also required to report on the 
number of Trust decisions not to supply such information which have 
been subject to review and the cost and outcomes of such reviews.

There were no requests received in the twelve months to 31 March 2024 
for information by beneficiaries other than for items included in  
Clause 6.2 of the Guidelines. There was therefore no additional cost to 
the Trust in processing any requests.

There were no instances where information was not disclosed to 
qualifying customers during the year to 31 March 2024. As a result, there 
were no Trust decisions subject to review and no associated costs.

REQUESTS FOR 
INFORMATION  
BY BENEFICIARIES
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